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	Elements of Fiction


	The student included a setting and characters that were well characterized.  A clear message or theme is present in the story, as well as several types of conflict that are thoughtfully resolved.
	The student included a setting and characters that were somewhat well characterized.  The message or theme may be a bit unclear, but several types of conflict are included and they are all resolved.
	The student included a setting and characters that may have been poorly characterized.  The message or theme is unclear. The conflicts/resolutions may be unclear or of only one type.  
	The student may be lacking either setting or characters.  Characters are poorly characterized.  There is no theme and The conflicts are unclear and unresolved.  
	
	

	Plot Mountain


	The student has an organized, thoughtful, and clear exposition, rising action that includes a series of crises and struggles, a “turning point” climax, falling action, and a resolution that ties up all loose ends.
	The student includes an organized exposition, rising action that includes a series of crises and struggles, a “turning point” climax, falling action, and a resolution that attempts to tie up all loose ends.
	The student may be missing one plot component.  The plot may be slightly disorganized, the climax may not be clear or interesting, or the resolution may not adequately end the story.
	The student is missing one or more plot components. The story is unclear and disorganized.
	
	

	ACCURATE AND COMPLETE PORTRAYAL OF ASSIGNED COUNTRY
	The student seamlessly incorporates varied details of the assigned country (including information about place and time period), giving the story a sense of realism and authenticity.
	The student incorporates some details of the assigned country, giving the story a sense of realism. The details are somewhat varied.
	The student incorporates some details of the assigned country, but they may not be varied or may be awkwardly placed / “forced” into the story.
	The student does not incorporate many authentic details of the assigned country.  The details may be inaccurate or sparse.
	
	

	Originality and Creativity


	The student carefully crafted an exciting, creative story that takes the reader “outside of the box.”  The characters were interesting, and the author’s unique style and voice shine in the story. 
	The student wrote a creative story where only a few elements were predictable. The characters were interesting, and the author’s voice was present. 
	The student wrote a predictable story that was only somewhat original or creative. 
	The student wrote an unoriginal or predictable story where the characters were flat and the author’s voice was not present.  The student may have rushed or been uncommitted to the project. 
	
	

	Conventions


	The student demonstrates strong control of standard conventions.  There may be slight errors, but they are so few and insignificant that they do not affect the readability of the story.
	The student demonstrates reasonable control of standard conventions.  There may be errors, but they do not limit the readability of the story.
	The student demonstrates limited control of standard conventions.  There are several errors that negatively affect the readability of the piece.
	The student does not demonstrate control of standard conventions.  There are multiple errors that make the story quite difficult to read and comprehend.
	
	


